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What are PFAS?
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PFAS = per- and poly fluoroalkyl substances

Å 32 MRS Ä1732, 38 MRS 

Ä1612      Any member of 

the class of fluorinated 

organic chemicals 

containing at least one fully 

fluorinated carbon atom

Å Used in consumer products 

ïgrease and water 

repellant, heat resistant due 

to a strong C-F bond = very 

difficult to break



Where are we Finding PFAS in Maine?
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In ground and surface waters, soils, plants, and wildlife

Sources include: 

ÅBiosolids land application 

sites

ÅContaminated/remediation 

sites

ÅFederal facilities

ÅActive/closed landfills

ÅActive business operations

ÅAgricultural operations



Residuals in Maine
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ÅThe Maine Residuals Program includes land application of 
sludge and septage

ÅAdministered through Residuals Management Unit, which falls 
under the Materials Management Division, Bureau of 
Remediation and Waste Management

Å Lots of legislative activity in Maine 

ï Interim Drinking Water Standard of 20 
ppt for sum of 6 PFAS (PFOA, PFOS, 
PFNA, PFHxS, PFHpA, PFDA)

ïSoil and Groundwater Investigation

ïBan of Land Application of Sludge

ïProducts Reporting

ïAnd much more not part of this 
presentation!



Soil and Groundwater Evaluation
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ÅEffective October 18, 2021

ÅRequires DEP to establish and implement a soil and 

groundwater evaluation to identify contamination derived 

from licensed land applications of sludge and septage

ÅOver 700 land application sites statewide 

ÅHalf of all sites must be completed by 2024; all by 2025



PFAS

Soil and Groundwater 

Investigation

ÅSites often include multiple 
fields/locations crossing 
municipal boundaries, lots of 
acreage

ÅSome sites were used by 
multiple generators ïand 
sludge from multiple sources 
may have been applied to 
one location

ÅLand ownership and lot size 
changes
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Residuals Investigation - Report
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ÅSubmitted to Legislature - January 15th



Prioritizing Sampling Locations

ÅSludge sites grouped into four Tiers 
based upon:

ïVolume of sludge land applied

ïAnticipated presence of PFAS in sludge

ïProximity of known receptors

ÅTier I sites just about complete; 
currently working on Tier II

Å Greatest number of sites likely in 
Tier III category

Å Septage sites managed separately

ïSeptage site investigations began 
summer 2022

ïExpect to be completed by 2024
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Residuals Investigation - Progress
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Å 1,037 licensed ñsitesò for investigation 

Å Increase - 700 originally estimated

Å Includes sludge and septage 

Å Changes to land ownership sites 

over years and decades

Å 15% Groundwater sampling 

completed

Å 14% Soil sampling completed

Å ~ 308 residential water treatment 

systems installed


